BHP Billiton the new sponsor for the MMC JOCK of the Bushveld Marathon.

This prestigious annual road running event has a new sponsor in the form of BHP Billiton, the world’s largest diversified resources company with a world class asset base. Billiton is the holding company for MMC (Pty) Ltd, Nelspruit and has a very real interest in the wellbeing of the local population and ensuring that the company, MMC, lives in harmony with its neighbours.   
BHP Billiton will be providing the raw materials to produce the medals to be awarded during the 2008 China Olympic and Paralympics games. BHP Billiton is also the official sponsor for the Chinese Olympic Committee and Chinese Olympic team.

With a focus on the games BHP Billiton wishes to promote enthusiasm and awareness that sport and health go hand in hand and that they will be supporting community participation in events such as the marathon.

The MMC Jock marathon has been on the calendar for the last thirty one years beginning, in a small way, as the Jock marathon, and growing to the size it is today. In the early days   Barberton was the start and finish point. It is one of the last ultra marathons that can be used to qualify for “Comrades” and also allows runners to test their fitness over the greater distances.  

The 54 km race will start at Barberton Rugby Club (Coronation Park) at 06h00 on Saturday, 5 May 2006, finishing at Kaapmuiden Primary School. The 21.1km and 10km races will start at 07h00 and the Fun Run at 07h15. The latter three events will all start and finish at the Kaapmuiden Primary School.
